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A message from the webmaster . . . 

Welcome to the first online edition of the Dayspring Chronicle. We hope 

you will enjoy the following updates and, as always, thank you for your 

interest in and support of the mission of the entire Dayspring Community! 

 

 

Sister Francis Receives New Assignment      

 As many of you know, last December Sister Francis was winding down her sabbatical and was 

making plans to return to her Dayspring Homes family. Just before her return, she was called 

to Rome to meet with the leaders of her order The Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood. 

During her visit in Rome, she was asked to fulfill a great need of their order.  Sister Francis has 

been re-assigned to the St. Bernard’s Convent located in Toronto, Canada.  

Sister Francis is in charge of their capital building fund-raising campaign to raise the money 

necessary to build a skilled nursing facility as an addition to their retirement home for their 

sisters as they age and or become ill. As you know, Sister Francis was given the gift of raising 

money, and her order called upon her to use this gift to fulfill this great need. In speaking with 

Sister Francis, she is very sad to be away from her friends and family at Dayspring Homes. She 

sends her sincere blessings and wishes all good health and continued happiness. Sister Francis 

communicates as she is able, and plans to visit as opportunities arise. Although Sister Francis’s 

presence is deeply missed and irreplaceable, her spirit is present in the fore thoughts of 

everyone here at Dayspring Homes, in all we do… 

 



Dayspring Committee, Residents, Staff, and Families Re-visit Our Mission 

  

On June 15,  2009, Sister Francis and Sister Nancy arrived in  Shillington to 

facilitate the re-examination of the mission statement of Dayspring Homes, and 

remind us of our beginnings and our reason for serving His special people.  We 

began our re-examination of the mission at the Maria Wald Retreat Center where 

four Mission sessions were held over three days.  Residents of our homes, 

participants of Crosswalk, families, staff members, and our board of directors were 

all invited to attend the session of their choice and participate in the process.  

Sister Francis reviewed her calling to provide quality services to our special people 

according to the teachings of the Gospel, with emphasis on enabling them to 

becoming full and active members of society, to always show respect for each 

persons special gifts, and to always acknowledge that each of us is a child of God. 

 

A Message from the CEO 

 

I would like to thank all of you who support Dayspring Homes. We at Dayspring 

are very blessed to have your support. We are also very blessed to have such loving 

and supportive employees. Dayspring would not be the quality provider of services 

without the many gifts and talents that our employees possess. During these 

uncertain economic times, Dayspring continues to be blessed with the financial 

support of its generous benefactors. And more importantly, we continue to be most 

blessed with the many prayers and well wishes of a loving community. May God 

continue to bless each you and your loved ones. 

 

 

Ashley Run, St. Joseph’s Place 
 

The psalmist says “This is the house the Lord has made.”  On March 12, 2008 we moved into 

“the house that the love of the Lord has made.”  What a wonderful, beautiful home it is.  We 

are so deeply grateful!  Our search for a home began more than two years ago, and the 

“house story” has many chapters.  But, one chapter of this story is the key.  We were looking 

for an investor to purchase a Dayspring Home.  These inquiries and the entire search process 

made all of us keenly aware of the fullness and richness of God’s providence.   

 

When I was stationed in North Jersey, I was blessed to become friends with some very 

wonderful families.  Many times I experienced the tremendous generosity of these families in 

behalf of others who had needs.  I had often asked these families to help others with various 

situations, and their response was always immediate and generous.  Relying on these past 



experiences, I called and asked one family if the company their family owned ever acts as an 

investor.  Their response was, “Why don’t you let us buy the home for Dayspring?”  I was 

shocked and embarrassed by such kindness and generosity.  These families always seek 

ways to share God’s love with others.  They are indeed families of deep faith.  Thus began 

our adventure of locating the perfect house.  We were assisted by Shane Direnzo, a wonderful 

realtor who donates one morning a week to the John Paul II Center for Special Learning and 

shares part of his commission with that program.  His contacts with our benefactors resulted 

in a decision to build a home.  How fortunate we were to find a beautiful location 

conveniently close to Dayspring’s main home and the programs and job sites of our residents.   

 

We enthusiastically watched the progress during construction and made many visits to our 

house in progress.  Finally, Regina, Jane, Larry, Bobby and I made this house our home.  We 

received a tremendous amount of help from our families, friends, and staff – hours of work 

and many gifts and donations.  We are so very grateful. 

 

The first night in our new home, I was overwhelmed by God’s providence and the loving 

goodness of our benefactors.  Our home has been blessed with prayer, fun, and laughter, and 

was formally blessed in May.  Our home is spacious and has an upstairs deck and a 

downstairs patio.  The guys have their own living and sleeping areas, and we have a 

tremendous basement with lots of room for storage.  If you are ever in the neighborhood of 45 

Harry Avenue, please stop in and enjoy the wonderful gift of God that we call “St. Joseph’s 

Place.” 

  

— Sr. Pat Murray 

 

Our Golden Girls  

On July 15th 2008, Susan, Patty, and Lillie boarded the plane for Hernando Florida, as they 

moved into their new home at Arbor Lakes, an active adult community (this means over 55).  

The moving van followed, arriving the next day. This community is “gated” and secure, and 

the perfect place for our active ladies.  Many people have the dream of retiring to a home in 

sunny Florida, and for these ladies this dream has come true.  Since their arrival they have 

visited the manatees many times, shopped, established themselves with local medical care, 

and toured the neighborhood.  In addition to this they enjoy eating out at Applebee’s, 

Cinnamon Sticks, and Beefy O’Brady’s; spending time with their new neighbors Rose and 

Teresa. They keep in contact with family members, via phone calls and e-mail.  They visited 

with us at the end of June.  When asked if they are ready to move back to PA, they all reply 

“No way, we love our home in Florida”.  They are hoping that some of their Dayspring family 

will visit them, perhaps to enjoy Disney World and other Florida attractions.  Thanks to all 

those who assisted them in making their dream come true.  You can write them c/o Lillian 

Peterson, 3911 East Arbor Lakes Drive, Hernando, FL , 34442 

  



 

 

Weidman AvenueñSt. Patrickõs Place 
  

We have MOVED!  All the residents and staff from Walnut Street are happy and comfortable in 

their new home.  They moved in just before Christmas, and are enjoying barbeques and picnics on 

their new deck.  This home is more spacious and accessible to some of the residents needs.  Praise 

be, they also got a new wheelchair accommodating van.  Many Blessings, indeed.  

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

CrossWalk  News 
 

Praise the Lord!   Good things continue to happen for CrossWalk!  

  

Gifts for all occasions: Motherõs Day, Birthdays, Fatherõs Day, Graduation, Christmas, Weddings, and 

Welcome New Baby, are available from CrossWalk Creations. 

    Call 610-929-2858 

                                                                                                                  

CROSSWALK is excited to announce we will soon open a new location at 33 
W. Lancaster Avenue, called CrossWalk Creations.  

  

When the dust settles from all our hard work, we enjoy visiting many of Berks Countyôs local 

attractions. Two of our favorite places to visit are the Planetarium and Roadside America!  

What a great way to learn!   Several participants had the opportunity to visit the Greater 

Reading Food Bank. Dan Wright guided our group through the mountain of items that are 

donated to people in need in Berks County.  Dan explained where the food comes from and how 

it is distributed.   We hope to explore volunteer opportunities with the Food Bank. In July, we 

visited local parks, went to the movies and had a great trip to HERSHEY PA! 

  



We are proud to announce that once again we received 100% with no recommendations during our 

State Licensing and Inspection!  Each staff and participant put their òalló into making sure that our 

program was operating above and beyond State Regulations. It is through the hard work and 

dedication of an amazing team that this accomplishment could happen!  Divine Intervention helps 

too!   

  

This year we raised $200 for the American Cancer Society by selling 

Daffodils at the Fairground Square Mall! CrossWalk staff, along with the 

residential dept, helped  to raise funds for the Reading Hospital.  

________________________________________ 

Thatõs all for this edition of the òOnline Chronicleó ð 

Until next time, we hope you have a peaceful, happy, 

& healthy summer!                                                    


