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A Message from the CEO, Dwayne Albright
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Upcoming Events:
December 10, Annual Christmas Pageant at JPIl Center
December 13Annual Christmas Dinner at Calvary Church, Laureldale.
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ANNUAL DAYSPRI NG FAMI LY Pl

On Friday September 16, 2011, we were blessed with a beautifuklatener day for Day
springds Annual Family Picnic at Laur el R
traditional lunch of hamburgers, hot dogalking tacos, and a variety of wonderful desserts,
we enjoyedasingl ong with Cindy Long and a gamtﬂ
who participated in the dayos festiviti|e

for the event! ) | | ;}

Join us for our 20th Anniversary Christmas Pageant at the
JP Il School for Special Learning on December 10 at 2 pm!

Dayspringbés Annual Famill yoeChagl
Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at |5

DJ Evelyn wil/ play our favaor
Please RSVP with number of attendees to Ken Williams #&10-376-5648 Ext. 30 by Friday December 2, 2011

Help us save the planet! We can save money and paper by e -mailing you this newsletter,
in full color, in PDF format. Please e -mail wreber@dayspringhomes.org; and
don't forget to let me know which postal mailing address we can take off our list.
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From the Mission Desk ~

During the months of November and December, we put a lot of focus on being
thankful, sharing what we have with others and extending kindnesses, even to
the stranger. Permit me to share this story that unfolded several years ago: a
" story of how | witnessed pure selflessness right here on Hazel St. - a true
THANKSGIVING!ON RECEIVING THE EUCHARIST
Attending mass is important to me. | deliberately try to set aside time or arrange my eve-
ryday schedule so that | can attend mass as often as is possible. | typically attend mass at my
parish every Thursday morning, but on this particular Thursday, | was asked to work several
morning hours during mass time. At Dayspring, our residents' needs cannot be put aside, so |
said 'yes' - | would be glad to work those hours. No sooner was | on the road to work, when my
mind began to calculate that | could attend a noon mass at a nearby church! | was very
pleased that | would be able to get to mass after all.
After spending several hours assisting our individuals that we minister to, | set off to ful-
fill another facet of my work day - the food bank order . On a routine basis, | place orders for
food products from our local food bank, and today was the day for pick up. Although it was
time consuming work, | was confident that | would be able to pick up, unload and put away
the products in time to get to noon mass. | soon discovered that this order was larger than
usual, and it became apparent to me that there was no way | could finish in time - mass was
out of the question. | was very disappointed inside, but continued with my work.
| finished packing a box of goodies that | had promised to drop off at one of our houses. It
was filled with cheese, meatballs, sausage and some great ice cream cones that our folks really
liked. As | was walking to the van with the box of goodies, | noticed that one of our neighbors,
whom | had never met, was outside. He was sitting in his rocking chair and reading the news-
paper. | suddenly thought that perhaps he might be able to use some of these food products
and | decided to make an offering to him. It was too late to get to mass now anyway, so | had
lots of time. | cheerfully approached his porch, introduced myself and graciously made an of-
fering of our overabundance. His reply startled me. He told me he was grateful and , yes, the
food looked very good, but he knew of a family with children down the block that could proba-
bly use it more. | asked him if he was sure, and after affirming me that he was, | asked him to
point out which house he was referring to. | thanked him and carried my box of goodies down
the street. As | climbed the steps to the house, | heard music from within. | knocked on the
door and a young woman with paint -speckled hair answered. She was in the midst of painting
her living room. | introduced myself and made an offering of the box of goodies and after
thankfully accepting, she invited me in - a stranger - to give her my opinion on the painting job
that she was doing. We had a lovely conversation and | learned that she had several children,
including one with special needs. The little old man up the street was right - this family proba-
bly did have greater need. But God was about to show me more good will with the words that
she spoke next. She told me that her neighbors right next door had children also, and she in-
tended on sharing the box of goodies with them when they got home! My heart welled up, as
did my eyes with tears to learn of the great flow of generosity on this city block! After saying
our goodbye's, | made my way back to our house. | went to our freezer and pulled out one of
those great ice cream cones and walked back to see the little old man. | offered it to him in
thanksgiving and he graciously accepted. My heart was doing cartwheels to learn what genu-
ine selflessness really looked like! Now | was done for the day, but before driving home, |
bowed my head and prayed in 'thanksgiving' for the Eucharist | had received that day right
there on that city block.
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LUAU TIME! ot
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Dayspring oStaff Spotliglht©o6
We welcome Liz Nagle, our new Nurse Consultant to Dayspring. Liz joined our agency in July 2031 and
enjoys being able to come to work at a place that cares so much. She notes that she has found eyeryone
here to be focused on being positive supporjts i
but shares that her fondest memory so far is being so totally overwhelmed with how welcoming gvery-
one has been. She notes that everyone has been so friendly and has truly made her feel like a payt of the
Dayspring family. Liz lists being a huge sports fan, especially supporting the Philadelphia Phillies and
Penn State Football, as a personal interest. She also notes that she likes to listen to music, rgad and,
most of all, spend time with her family! Speaking of family, Liz is the proud mom of a one year olf little
boy, Evan. She is also proud to be a veteran of the Army reserves.t i s Li z8s hope f
Dayspring to see continued growth as the needs of those we support increase. For new staff or yolun-

teers, she offers the following words of wisderdEven though things can get busv and
challenging, always remember why you are here. Slow down and just spend time
dent s/ parlhclosingplazrsthages some inspirational words to liveobis i
not measured by the number of breaths you take, but by the moments that take
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Members of the Dayspring Community recently gathered together for a celebra-
tion of the great feast of All Saints and for the remembrance of the Holy Souls
in Purgatory. Our All Saints/All Souls Party was all about learning more of the

saints, prayer and lots of fun. We started with a supper of pizza, salad and

homemade O0soul cakes. 6 Next, we played a vhari
wor ks of charity, virtues and good memory!

to toss gold coins down a chimney. 0St. John
tested our skills by throwing balls into baskets of virtues. Finally, we searched

for the seven most commonly | ost objects in

after game time, we made our way down the spooky hall to the chapel while
singing 00Oh When The Saints Go Marching 1 n.]|o6
dimly lit and had been transformed into a most respectful cemetery of sorts. We

began our prayer time with a opumpkin | ight:i
for the Holy Souls, a reading of Psalm 130 and the singing of the Litany of the

Saints. The good, young people from the SAYGod group (and our Gail) donned

costumes of some of the saints that adorn our stained glass windows: St. Joseph,

St. Therese the Little Flower, St. Rose of Lima, St. Anthony and of course, every-

one's favorite, St. Michael the Archangel! We ended with the St. Michael Prayer

in song, received goodie bags and left remembering to keep the Holy Souls in

Purgatory in our prayers. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpet-

ual light shineupon them. M ay they rest in peace. Amen!

1st Annual Turkey Trot On November 5, 2011, over 20 energetic hikers
hiked the Thun Trail on a beautiful brisk autumn

day. We enjoyed clear blue skies and fresh air as we celebrated Dayspring's 20th Anni-
versary with the final outdoor event of the year. After some circus -quality entertainment
from the "Wonder Terrier", the day was completed with an excellent lunch at Trooper
Thorn's Irish Beef House. A special thank you to Jackie, Kacie, Bobby & Thomas for the

after hike nourishment! 7/ \

See our website: www.dayspringhomes.org for more photos, and information about Dayspring Homes or CrossWalk.




